
   ‘Tis the season … The season for beginning 

Upward, sharing the love of Christ (shoeboxes and 

food baskets), and buying presents. Ah, what else … 

oh, yea, celebrating the birth of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ! Let’s not forget the reason 

for the season. Have a MERRY CHRISTMAS!!! 

   P.S. I love Kindle e-books (just saying). lol. 

Cedar Grove Baptist Church Schedule 
 

Sunday School………….….......9:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Worship….....11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Sunday Evening Worship.............6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday (AWANA & WAM)...6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
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What’s Missing? 
 

   When shopping for gifts became too 

difficult, an elderly man decided to just send 

checks to relatives. In his Christmas cards, 

mailed early, he wrote, “Buy your own 

present!”  
 

   After the holiday, the man noticed he’d 

received few cards in return. Puzzled, he 

went into his study, intending to write to a 

few relatives and ask what had happened. As 

he cleared his cluttered desk, the horrified 

man found the answer. Under a stack of 

papers were the checks he’d forgotten to 

enclose with his cards!  
 

   The lesson? Don’t be in such a hurry to 

give gifts that you inadvertently leave out 

what’s most important. Without the message 

of Jesus and his birth, the earthly trappings 

of Christmas are empty indeed.  

Shake it off and step up! 
 

   This parable is told of a farmer who owned an old mule. The mule fell 
into the farmer’s well. The farmer heard the mule praying or whatever 
mules do when they fall into wells. After carefully assessing the situation, 
the farmer sympathized with the mule, but decided that neither the mule 
nor the well was worth the trouble of saving. Instead, he called his 
neighbors together, told them what had happened, and enlisted them to 
help haul dirt to bury the old mule in the well and put him out of his 
misery. 
   Initially, the old mule was hysterical! But as the farmer and his 
neighbors continued shoveling and the dirt hit his back, a thought struck 
him. It suddenly dawned on him that every time a shovel load of dirt 
landed on his back, HE WOULD SHAKE IT OFF AND STEP UP! 
   This he did, blow after blow. “Shake it off and step up…shake it off and 
step up…shake it off and step up!” He repeated to encourage himself. No 
matter how painful the blows, or how distressing the situation seemed, 
the old mule fought panic and just kept right on SHAKING IT OFF AND 
STEPPING UP! 
   It wasn’t long before the old mule, battered and exhausted, stepped 
triumphantly over the wall of the well! What seemed like it would bury him 
actually helped him… all because of the manner in which he handled his 
adversity. 
 
THAT’S LIFE! If we face our problems and respond to them positively, 
and refuse to give in to panic, bitterness, or self-pity, we can always 
reach our goals. 

Seeking Shelter 
 

   Our church council had debated 

long and hard about whether to leave 

the building unlocked. People in our 

tiny town were used to such practices, 

yet we were near a highway, and who 

knew who might pass through?  

   One snowy morning after Christmas, 

I found a note pushed under the office 

door: “Thank you so much for the 

shelter of your church late Christmas 

Day. My husband, baby and I were 

traveling through when our car ran 

low on gas. Nothing was open except 

your church. We were able to stay 

warm until the gas station opened 

again in the morning. We are so 

grateful.” There was no signature.  

   The words gave me goose bumps. 

Intentionally or not, for that night at 

least, the unlocked doors were a 

blessing. — Heidi Mann  

                Quotes 
 

“Blessed is the season which 

engages the whole world in a 

conspiracy of love” 

   – Hamilton W. Mabie 

 

“The birth of Christ is the central event in the history of the earth – the very 

thing the whole story has been about.” 

   – C.S. Lewis 

 

“We find a delight in the beauty and happiness of children that makes the heart 

too big for the body.” 

   – Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

“O music … thou hast taught us to see with our ears and hear with our hearts.” 

   – Kahlil Gabran 

Hope is Born 
 

A little child, a shining star, 

a stable rude, the door ajar. 

Yet in that place so crude, forlorn, 

The Hope of all the world was born. 



Upcoming Events 

 

12/1 – Upward: Game #1 

 

12/5 – AWANA: Candy for verses 

 

12/8 – Upward: Game #2 

 

12/12 – AWANA: Christmas store 

 

12/15 – Upward: Game #3 

 

12/16 – Children: Christmas 

musical program @ 6:00 p.m. 

 

12/19 – WAM: Movie night 

 

12/26 – No Wednesday service 

 

12/28 – Youth: Lock-in & 

Christmas / New Years’ party 

 

 

    Regular Events 

•Sundays  @ 5:00 p.m. – Prodigal 

team meeting (CGBC) 

 
Finances 

Income…..…...…..…….…+19,938 

Expenses….............….......-$17,609 

Holidays & Interesting Dates 
 

• Teacher’s Appreciation  Day, December 7 

• Boston Tea Party,  December 16, 1773 

• First day of Winter, December 21 

• Christmas Day, December 25 

• Make Up Your Mind  Day, December 31 

• New Years’ Day, January 1 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

   On November 18th, CGBC hosted the annual 
Thanksgiving dinner. Over 160 friends and family 
attended and I’m pretty sure everyone                 
left “stuffed”. 

Sharing 

Thanksgiving 

Thanksgiving 

Dinner 

Short message? 

Yea, right… 

Dessert anyone? 

Christmas Shoeboxes 17 families helped!!! 

110 boxes!!! 
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Camera shy!! 

I don’t do 

dishes! 

Caught ya! 

What a spread! 


